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February 2009 

Whatôs On 
February 15th  

Early Risers / Cadets (9:30) 

Cambur Motors Challenge (10-12) 

T/Sailer Ht 2 OTB Hts 3 & 4 

 

February 22nd 

Early Risers / Cadets (9:30) 

Cambur Motors Challenge (10-12) 

T/Sailer Ht 3 OTB Hts 5 & 6 

 

March 1st 

Early Risers / Cadets (9:30) 

Cambur Motors Challenge (10-12) 

T/Sailer Ht 4 OTB Hts 7 & 8 

 

March 8th  
 Marlay Point Over Night 

Race for trailerable fleet. 

 

March 15th  

Early Risers / Cadets (9:30) 

Cambur Motors Challenge (10-12) 

T/Sailer Ht 4 OTB Hts 7 & 8 
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 Carrum Sailing Club has com-

menced its February Learn to Sail 

course and Instructors Ray Cole & Ian 

Blencowe now need the assistance of 

members. 

 Members are required on the 

mornings of February 15th, 22nd 

and March 1st when on water train-

ing for the course is scheduled. 

 Members are requested to 

bring their boats if possible and to 

crew rescue boats. 

 It would be appreciated if they 

could advise Ian (0402-855-671) if 

they are available and he would like 

them to be at the club by 9:00 am to 

be briefed in their mornings activities. 

 Members are also reminded that 

these are race days so they are urged 

to make a day of sailing at the club.  

 
 

BIG SAILING SHIPS RE-

TURN TO THE HIGH 

SEAS! 

 While we are 

unlikely to see a return to 

the days of Cutty Sark and 

its ilk, a Sydney company 

has designed 30m high alu-

minum solar sails that can 

be retro fitted to oil tankers 

and cargo ships etc which 

will reduce fuel consump-

tion costs between 20-40%. 

The sails which are lined 

with solar cells also pro-

duce some of the ships 

power. 

 Another company has 

already been producing sky 

sails (large parachutes 

which pull the ship along) 

which are now in use on 

130m plus vessels. 

 While most of the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Old Is New 

Again 

We Need You 

See Effort of Month for story 



2  

 

 

summer sojourn. The four Careel musketeers 

were Eskimo C22 (Ian & Catherine), Blue Angel 

C18 (Helen & Michael), Freestyle C22 (David & 

Trish) and Scorpion C22 (Jim & Patsy). 

 Unfortunately on this occasion the Bureau 

of Meteorology was entirely correct in its fore-

cast for gale force winds for the lakes. On arrival 

on the Tuesday afternoon, everyone was greeted 

with yachts of all shapes and sizes tied/rafted up 

all along the Paynesville Pier and Yacht club. In 

fact any where out of the wind was the order of 

the day. For the few thrill seekers who braved the 

elements a Magnum 8.5 recorded 47 knots  

winds in the Paynesville straights and claimed 

they were doing 12 knots bare poling (no sails). 

 Under these conditions it was decided not 

to launch the boats to avoid bobbing up and 

down on the pier all day and night. The first two 

days were thus spent camping in the jetty car 

park while various day trips/other activities were 

organised. New Years Eve was spent at the very 

hospitable David's caravan site which was close 

enough to get a good view of the two sets of 

splendid fireworks for the night. 

 Finally on Thursday we had to get the 

boats in the water. Surely we couldn't get another 

blow out. Boy were we wrong! If anything the 

wind strength increased and another cruise day 

was lost to non sailing activities. Luckily the 

wind died later in the night and with a splendid 

barbecue on Raymond Island with lovely red 

wine and with the boats sheltered by the Ray-

mond Island ferry everyone got a good nights 

sleep. At least the strong wind had blown all the 

mosquitoes away. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Christmas Cruise 

skill of sailing has been taken out (the sails are com-

puter controlled and automatically align themselves 

with the wind), it is great to see the age of sail being 

revived again on a large scale as petrol costs sky-

rocket. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 The second official Victorian Careel event 

was informally organised as a cruising holiday for 

the post Christmas/New Years Eve period down at 

the Gippsland Lakes. 

 The forecast was not good but many times be-

fore the Bureau has been wrong and as they say ï ña 

bad days sailing is still better than a good day at 

work!ò.  Trying their luck some optimistic brave 

Careels headed down to the Gippsland Lakes for a 
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Trailables 

HEAT 1 Post Christmas - 01/02/09 

 

No Racing held. 

 Racing was abandoned just before trailer-

able yachts were launched as the wind had sud-

denly increased to 30 knots. Despite an expecta-

tion that as often occurs after abandonment the 

wind would drop out, 40 knot winds confirmed 

that the decision was to abandon wise  

 

HEAT 2 - 08/02/09 
 

No Racing Held. 

 This was the weekend of the Long beach 

Challenge against Mordialloc Motor Yacht Club. 

This year Chelsea Yacht Club were sending a 

contingent. 

 The weekend of racing was abandoned on 

Friday evening due to the forecast of strong winds 

and waves to 3 metres. Again a wise decision 

 Negotiations have been entered into regard-

ing a resail, possibly 21-22 March. 

pose religion on the members, rather enjoy sail-

ing & friendship of the Club. Although they may 

well do some counselling the Deacons are not 

men of the cloth (or tailors for that matter). They 

are a husband & wife team that attended our No-

vember Learn to Sail Course and have subse-

quently joined the Club. As yet they do not have 

a boat but are willing to crew or use the club 

boats. 

 Welcome to you both. 

First Aid 

 Friday turned out to be beautiful and we de-

cided to head off up the Tambo River for a spot of 

freshwater sailing. A pleasant sail around Raymond 

island up the river got us to Johnsonville. Swan 

Reach was too crowded and no boat berths were 

available. At one stage it looked like Eskimo was on 

fire while on the Tambo, but no that was just Ian fir-

ing up the barbecue for dinner. 

 Friday night turned out to be one of the coldest 

January nights in Melbourne (it was also pretty cold 

on the Tambo) but a Careel cabin is quite warm. 

Early risers on Saturday morning were greeted with a 

spectacular sunrise with the river wreathed in mist. 

Black swans eerily glided in and out of view. 

 With toilets but no shower facilities at Johnson-

ville the brave sailors of Scorpion and Blue Angel 

went for an early morning swim in the Tambo which 

was surprisingly warm in the lower layers of water. 

 As most of the fleet had to head back to Mel-

bourne on Sunday, it was decided to go to Steamers 

Landing (a thin spit of land separating the ocean from 

the lakes). As Scorpion had a few extra days on the 

lakes they decided to head down to Metung. 

 Steamers was fairly busy so Freestyle got a 

berth on the beach while Eskimo and Blue Angel got 

a jetty position. Again the weather was magic and 

photo opportunities abounded. Steamers has a lovely 

surf beach and everyone had a good beach comb be-

fore dinner was prepared. 

 After dinner everyone adjourned to Freestyle 

for a board game and drinks. Freestyle has a most 

sophisticated annexe arrangement that increase the 

boats living area to the size of a caravan! 

 Returning to the boat allowed us to create our 

own light spectacular in the lakes water. At certain 

times of the year the lakes algae glows at night in the 

water when it is disturbed. Its just another remarkable 

feature of the lakes 

 The arrival of Sunday morning meant an early 

rise and alas a sail back to Paynesville to get trailered 

up and head back to Melbourne. 

 Despite the initial bad weather a good time was 

had by all and we all look forward to another cruise 

on the lakes. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Deacons Join Carrum 
 Carrum Sailing Club announce that they have  

two Deacons at the Club. The secretary said that 

they were a welcome addition to the club. The Dea-

cons, Graham & Lee role will not be trying to im-

 Carrum sailing Club will again be conduct-

ing a First Aid Course both levels 1 and 2 includ-

ing a refresher course for those qualified last 

year. 

 The course will be conducted by Kevin 

Norton and Certificates will be issued after the 

course. 

 It is expected that the course will be con-

ducted late March on Saturdays 

 Please advise Ian Blencowe of you inten-

tion to attend early so sufficient equipment can 

be supplied 

 Those wishing to participate will be ad-

vised of further details when they are available. 
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Buy a club Polo Shirt 

65% poly, 35% Cotton 

Royal blue with gold piping 

Club logo on left side 

Boat name on the right side 

Only $40, Menôs, Ladies, and Kidôs 

See sizes on page 2 

Contact Steve Murphy to order (50% deposit required) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note: Piping not shown on above example 

 


